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volcanic and other fertile soils up to an elevation of about
5 000 feet

In taking up land in one of these favoured areas the
planter has to face many difficulties One of these is the
climate There are only small differences in temperature

FIG 41   TRANSPORT IN THE JUNGLE
Dense jungle and deep ravines make transport extremely difficult
Even in the most settled parts of the island, bridges are rare
because of the fast rising streams   If a bridge is washed away
during the rainy season, another is quickly slung together
throughout the year and there is no cool season Added
to this there is generally no marked dry season and the
humidity remains continually oppressive At Rabaul the
relative humidity never falls below 79 per cent for any
month and even at Port Moresby the lowest figure is 70
per cent The amount and distribution of rainfall is markedly
mfiuenced by topography some areas receiving most of their
rain between December and March the period of the north